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President’s Message
What is the best thing about living in Milan? Have you ever thought about
that?
For me it’s the proximity of people and things I care about. I can run into
a friend or two if I go to the weekly market. I can leave the house and have
an appointment with a Picasso in under 15 minutes. I can meet the most
interesting, loving, caring women if I attend a Benvenuto event.
Another perk of living in Milan? Being fashionable is effortless. For our annual fashion show this month, we have invited two women-owned brands.
Recalling Elsa Schiaparelli’s words, “in difficult times, fashion is always
outrageous”, let’s celebrate women’s creativity for women, as that is how
we are navigating best these most turbulent times. On the occasion, we are
hoping to reconnect with as many friends and guests as possible and their
presence will also mean support to our appointed charities.
In health,
Sule

astrology by Anvita

Taurus

woman • april 21- may 20

Gemini

woman • may 21-june 21

Ruling planet: Mercury
Symbol: The Twins
Lucky color: Lemon yellow
Lucky stone: Agate
Compatible signs: Aries, Libra, Leo, Sagittarius
Key features: enthusiastic, communicative, versatile, humorous
Gemini women are legendary air signs among all zodiac signs who possess tremendous versatility. If you see
a lady with crystal clear twinkling eyes darting here
and there, she has to be a Gemini. Dynamic, enthusiastic, intellectual are some of the characteristics of a
Gemini lady. She has the ability to discuss any topic. A
Gemini woman will always triumph with words.

Ruling planet: Venus
Symbol: Bull
Lucky color: Blue
Lucky stone: Topaz
Compatible signs: Virgo, Capricorn, Cancer, Scorpio
Key features: intelligent, loyal, protective, adventurous
Taurus Women are one of the unique earth signs
among all zodiac signs who possess rare energy.
If you see an attractive lady with serene eyes,
she has to be a Taurus. Solid, steady, tranquil are
some of the characteristics of a Taurus lady. She
is a loyal friend, a great cook and a very determined and dependable person.
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Editor’s Message
Dear readers, let’s begin this month with some style and glamour... the club
brings you its much awaited event: the fashion show. Read the details on
the following pages.
Among our various special activities this month my favorite is the bus trip
to Franciacorta - visiting vineyards, tasting wine and having an exquisite
lunch there.
The cheese lovers are also in for a treat, our special activity director has
planned a special Parmigiano tasting event right in the heart of Milan.
This month hikers get to walk on a historic Valerian pathway and by popular demand there is a guided tour of Poldi Pezzoli Museum for art & history lovers.
Each month Benvenuto club brings all sorts of events and activities, there
is always something for members based on their likes and interests.

WE NEED
YOU!
Please share your tips, experiences in
Milan and Italy, suggestions
for outings and activities in the city that
our members would love!
benvenutoeditor@hotmail.com

As we all are aware the war is impacting society. In the following pages
there are two stories about different war experiences, Gudrun’s story is
about how war made a penniless man rich and in Marian’s story you can
read how a family had to leave everything behind. After reading these two
stories do send me your thoughts.
In the past few months many new ladies have joined the club. Dear newcomers a very warm welcome, all the members would like to know you so
I request everyone to please send me a little blurb about you along with a
photograph. This will be published on the Newcomers page of the Benvenuto magazine.
Keep smiling
Anvita

The Benvenuto Magazine is looking for new sponsors, who will be able to support the magazine on a long term basis, in return for regular and prominent advertising not only in the
magazine but on our facebook page and website.

Benvenuto Magazine is
published 10 times per year.
To advertise, contact the editor:
benvenutoeditor@hotmail.com
Monthly rates for ads:
1 page € 180
1/2 page € 100
1/4 page € 50
classifieds € 20
Discounts available for
consecutive issues

This magazine is printed by:

centro stampa

Buste e carte intestate • biglietti visita • depliants
volantini • adesivi • opuscoli • partecipazioni di nozze

Via De Amicis, 45 • 20123 Milano
Tel. 02.89404827 • Fax 02.89407943
centro.stampa@hotmail.it
www.centrostampadeamicis.it
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SPECIAL
OFFER
Special Offer for
Benvenuto members
from the printer
of our magazine,
Centro Stampa:
100 business cards
for €30

Regular Meetings
MAIN
COFFEE
and
fashion
show
Due to time and
space restrictions,
there will not be
any sign-in tables
for activities
and no book
table. We cannot
accept any books
at the moment,
but if you like to
buy some (min.
price 1 euro)
please contact
Jean Chaloux
at chaloux@
fastwebnet.it to
receive your books
on the day.
For full details
on the fashion
show, see page 10.

NEWCOMERS APERITIVO
All members welcome, including
partners.
date: Thursday, May 26
time: 8pm
venue: Ristorante TEN, viale
Monte Grappa10
cost: Apericena €25 to be paid in
the restaurant

sign-ups: Estefania Salado,
Newcomers director:
newcomersbenvenuto@gmail.com

ORIENTALS ABROAD MONTHLY MEETING
date: Thursday, May 19
time: 10-12:30pm
venue: via del Carmine 8
sign-ups: maria.tieghi@gmail.com
or nawal_felippone@hotmail.com

cost: €5 for croissant and coffee/
tea
topic: a journey to Delhi, its
history, its Unesco monuments
For details see OA News, page 12.
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Come and enjoy a cup of coffee or
tea with Estefania, Maria Virginia
and Benvenuto ladies! We meet
every Wednesday at 10:30. Our
venue for May is the terrazza of
the Caruso Restaurant at Grand
Hotel et de Milan, via Manzoni
29. For more info contact
Newcomers Director Estefania
Salado: newcomersbenvenuto@
gmail.com

NEIGHBOR to NEIGHBOR

Once-a-month informal meetings
of Benvenuto members living
within the same neighborhood
zone. Sometimes these personally
hosted gatherings are held in
someone’s home, sometimes they
are hosted at a neighborhood
eatery. More info on page 8.

ALL-SORTS

Various groups meet for shared
hobbies and interests. There is
something for everyone! See
the list of groups and specific
information on page 9.

New Activities for May

9

				
mondAY

Antica Via Valeriana Hike
Antica Via Valeriana (old Valeriana route) is an
historical pathway re-discovered and tracked for
modern hikers in 2018. It spreads along 140 km
from Iseo Lake to Val Camonica. In Edolo it splits
into two branches: one going to Aprica pass, the
other towards Tonale pass. We will enjoy the first
stretch of Via Valeriana, all along Iseo lake, between
the tiny villages of Pilzone and Marone. We will
walk through country paths, encountering olive
groves, hamlets, churches…
A gentle up and
down hike along
Iseo Lake, with
great scenic spots
overlooking
Montisola and
the surrounding
mountains.
time & meeting
point: 8:15 at Milano Centrale Railway Station, at
the front of the platform of Regional train 2816
(headed to Tirano). At 8:25 train 2617 to Brescia (a.
9:31) and 9:58 train to Pilzone (a. 10:35).
hike: Pilzone (m 195), Tassano (m 320), Maspiano
(m 350), Gandizzano (m 355), Marasino (m 260),
Dosso (m 265), Massenziano (m 240), Pregasso (m
250), Marone (m 200). Picnic lunch
to come back: at 17:14 train from Marone-Zone to
Brescia (a. 17:54) and 18:28 train to Milano Centrale
(a. 19:35).
difficulty: easy
ascent: 350 m
descent: 350 m
walking time: 4 hours (excluding stops)
km: 11
equipment: daily backpack, trekking boots and

socks or good running shoes, trekking poles (if you
use them), comfortable clothes with warm layers,
rain jacket, 1-liter bottle of water (canteen), packed
lunch, identity card, alcohol-based hand sanitizer.
FFP2 mask and reinforced Green Pass (Covid19
Green Certification - for vaccination or recovery) are
needed on trains at the moment.
cost: €20 (includes insurance, does not include
train tickets)
tickets’ costs: train Milano/Pilzone €9.30, train
Marone-Zone/Milano €10.50. Our guide suggests
the “Io viaggio ovunque in Lombardia” daily ticket,
that costs €16.50 and is valid all day on all public
means of transports (including bus/subway in
Milan): www.trenord.it/en/tickets/travel-titles/
day-tickets/
guide: Elena Cortellessa - 339 3509742 ormaineve@gmail.com
sign-ups: Fiona Betournay at fbetournay@yahoo.
co.uk
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thursdAY

Tasting the Italian Specialities - 2nd
appointment: Parmigiano Reggiano Experience
An authentic vertical version of mountain Parmigiano
Reggiano in different seasonings in purity and with
the matching proposals by Mr. Marco Barberi, product
manager of Autentico Italia.
Tasting products: Parmigiano Reggiano 24, 36, 48 and
60 months.
time: 11am
venue: Autentico Store, corso Magenta 69
cost: €10
sign-ups: Rachele Rutili specialactivitiesbv@gmail.
com
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New Activities for May

16

17

				
mondAY

Guided tour of Poldi Pezzoli Museum
in the one thousand and
This house-museum,
one night tales. There
beloved by the Milanese
and international public,
are the most beautiful
and authentic works of
opened in 1881. It
Lombard, Florentine
fascinates not only for
and Venetian painting.
the charm of the rooms
evoking the past, but
Together with a lot of
jewelry, porcelain, glass,
also for the variety and
richness of its collections. furniture and furnishing,
A shrine that opens itself and a room full of armors
and arms, over
5000 extraordinary
pieces, from
Antiquity to the
19th century,
suspended in a
magical atmosphere.
time: 11:30am
venue: Museo Poldi
Pezzoli, via Manzoni
12
cost: €25
sign-ups:
Rachele Rutili
specialactivitiesbv@
gmail.com

				
tuesdAY

Corso Magenta area tour
We’ll explore the residential area around corso
Magenta which hosts several examples of villas and
unexpected architectural sites with our English
speaking guide, Stefania.
time: 3:45-5:30
meeting place: MM 1 Conciliazione station upstairs
cost: €7 (guide + ear phone)
sign-ups: maria.tieghi@gmail.com or nawal_
felippone@hotmail.com
For full information see Orientals Abroad News, page 12.

19

				
thursdAY

A day in Franciacorta at the Tenuta Ambrosini
with Sergio & Giovanna
The Ambrosini family are welcoming our Club to
their estate, where they are passionately devoted to
producing Franciacorta wine, offering the opportunity
to spend all day with them in a familial atmosphere.
Sergio will show us the vineyard and their wine cellar,
where we will taste some of the best examples of wine
produced with the Franciacorta method, emblematic
for the successful marriage between traditional
knowledge of the soil and climate with cutting edge
technology.
Finally Giovanna will serve us an exquisite lunch with
local products. Join us for a day at the vineyard and
enjoy the beauties of this truly special location!
time: 9:30am to 4 pm
meeting point: to be confirmed

cost: €50 + €15 for transportation
by bus, payable to Benvenuto Iban
IT59Q0200801600000103996605
deadline: Friday, May 13
sign-ups: Rachele specialactivitiesbv@gmail.com
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Neighbor to Neighbor (NtN)
where

neighborhood co-ordinatorS

when

to be confirmed
Marilyn Tambling
marilyntambling@gmail.com
Marti Biles mlbiles75@gmail.com

LORETO
Zones 2/3

Nawal Felippone
nawal_felippone@hotmail.com
Ernesta De Laurentis
ernesta.dela@gmail.com

San Pietro Cafè,
corso Buenos Aires 6
host: member Angela
Guicciardi

Thursday, May 12
3:30-5:30pm

PORTA ROMANA/
SAN DONATO
Zones 4/5

Maria Tieghi
maria.tieghi@gmail.com

Ma Che Buono Bar
Porta Romana, beside
the Metro stop

Friday, May 20
10:30am-12

WASHINGTON/
FRUA/NAVIGLI
Zone 6

Marianne Schuck
marianneschuck@hotmail.it
Marilena Ciolina
marilena.ciolina@gmail.com

Visit to Galleria Bottegantica, Friday, May 6
exhibition “Balla
10:30am
al femminile”, via Manzoni 45

BUONARROTI/
SAN SIRO Zone 7

Alessandra Felicetta
felicettaale@tiscali.it
Giovina Di Giacomo
giovina.digiacomo@gmail.com

Home of
Cinzia Francabandera

Thursday, May 5
4:30pm

FIERA/
SEMPIONE
Zones 8/9

Françoise Bertolini Decaillet
francoisebertolini@gmail.com
Mary Jo Murillo Benavente
indianajo60@gmail.com

to be confirmed

Friday, May 13
10:30am

MILANO DUE

Bruna Laviani
brunacacciamali44@gmail.com
Svetlana Pikuz Pavlov
spavlana@gmail.com

to be confirmed

SAN FELICE

Fiona Betournay
fbetournay@yahoo.co.uk
Anne Marie Ellis
anne_marie_ellis@yahoo.com

Home of Silvia Verzura

FOR SALE

CENTER
Zone 1
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Friday, May 13
10:30am

Via dei Grimani (Parco Solari area)
100 m from new metro M4
70 sqm 2-room flat, separate kitchen
on 8th and top floor with small terrace
in need of renovation

Excellent
investment
opportunity
very quiet
residential area
direct connection
to Linate via M4

For more info
contact:
liopuam@tiscali.it

All Sorts Groups
All current special interest groups featured below are free of membership fees and therefore are called
all sorts groups:
Bridge group

PARLIAMO ITALIANO - ITALIAN CONVERSATION

Calling all bridge players! If you love bridge it would be
wonderful if we could organize an afternoon bridge club
on Monday, Tuesday or Friday afternoon, in a café next
to piazza Duomo. If interested, please get in touch!
Contact: Cinzia Giordanelli, 3277815439

If you don’t have many opportunities to speak Italian,
if you understand it well but don’t feel confident
in your pronunciation, if you want to improve your
vocabulary or simply would like to have a chat in a
casual and a friendly welcoming environment... come
& join us in conversazioni in italiano! From beginners
to mother tongue Italians, all are welcome! No
worries, no pressure... just chat :) This month we’ll
meet on Tuesday, May 17 and Tuesday, May 31 from
10:30-12 at Cortile Flora, Moscova District Market,
via A. Volta 7/A.
Contact: Lussi Callieri, lucianacallieri@gmail.com

Burraco - Italian Card game
Players meet every Wednesday
from 3-6pm at Passerini
Pasticceria, on the corner of
Via Spadari and Via Cantù.
Contact: Maria Rosaria
Barbera, mrbnba@alice.it

Language Exchange
This international group of Benvenuto members meets
every Monday afternoon
from 3:30-5:30pm at Swiss
Corner, piazza Cavour/
corner via Palestro 2. Our
aim is to exchange points of
view on various topics using
both English and Italian.
English mother tongue newcomers are encouraged to
attend.
Contact: Nawal Felippone, nawal_felippone@hotmail.com

The mindful space
We meet every Friday morning on Zoom to practice
mindfulness meditation. Beginner and experienced
meditators are welcome. If you are interested, we
invite you to join us, not to learn and think about it
but, to experience it.
Contact: Sule Bolgi, sbolgi@yahoo.com or Laurence
Karolczak Bridges, Belgianbridges@hotmail.com

PROFESSIONAL WOMEN OF BENVENUTO MILAN
We are a group of working and professional women
who are eager to meet other women/colleagues to
share their experiences with, to learn from, to support
and to exchange views on the current scenario both
in Italy or worldwide. We network, accompanied by
dinner (when possibile) and an inspirational talk on
business matters, every third Thursday of the month.
This month we’ll meet on May 19 at at the Hilton Hotel
Milan, via Galvani 12, from 8-10pm.
Contact: Barbara Vandoni, barbara@barbaravandoni.
com or Elaine Sharp, esharp_uk@yahoo.com

Mahjong for Fun
Mahjong is a game that
originated in China. We play for
fun, it is a few hours to relax
in good company. Beginners
and experienced players are
welcome or, just come and
watch to see if it’s for you! We
play on Thursdays at 3pm.
Contact: Shirley Rossetti,
shirleyros@gmail.com

Central Book Club

Orientals Abroad

Meets once a month, usually every
1st Tuesday.
Contact: Betty Manfre,
bmanfre08@gmail.com

Benvenuto members exploring Asian cultures. All
attendees pay 5 euros for coffee and brioche at their
monthly Main meeting - every 3rd Thursday at Circolo
Ufficiali.
Contact: Nawal Felippone, nawal_felippone@hotmail.com
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In the Mood for Fashion

At our yearly appointment with fashion the Benvenuto Club of Milan proudly presents

M E L I N A M A N N I N O & M A L I PA R M I
Maureen Pardo Roques
t Benvenuto, we are all about
promoting friendship in order to support our members in
their daily lives – every single day of
the year.
It’s true that we have a rich diversity of nationalities, lifestyles, cultures
and ages but as we all look to refresh
our wardrobes in time for summer,
we are dedicated to reflect our spirit
of unity by promoting women-owned
businesses. We think this is a great
way to use our spending power for
the collective good of women– all of
course whilst looking stylish.
Rather unconventionally, this year
we are collaborating with two women-owned brands.
Two different styles, perfectly complementing each other to satisfy our
varied needs and tastes and reflecting
the world-renowned Italian Fashion
Industry here in Milan where fashion
is at home.
MELINA MANNINO: long time
members will be thrilled to see Melina Mannino again, since we hosted her previously in March/October
2012.
Born in Sicily, she started as a child,
guided by her grandmother, stitch by
stitch she took her first steps in fashion. After working 15 years with Erreuno and Antonio Fusco her “maestro”,
she found her metropolitan taste and
contemporary soul and in 1989 she
decided to set up her own Atelier in
Via Tortona 4, Milan’s fashion district
headquarter
of trendy designers and
showrooms.
Every single garment
is personalized and hand-tailored, sophisticated and feminine. Her meticulous search for giving you the best
shape by using wonderful Italian fabrics, and her love for pairing her tai-

A

loring skills with a contemporary
twist, her clothing is highly elegant,
whether for everyday use or in formal
cocktail dresses and evening dresses.
Benvenuto members will have a
20% off discount when presenting
their active membership badge.
www.instagram.com/melinamannino/
MALÌPARMI: Malìparmi was
founded by Marol Paresi in 1977.
Malìparmi’s unique story unfolds itself as a
fantastic
journey of
gathering crafts, techniques, colours
and patterns.
Malìparmi’s experience evolves
consistently exploring and finding
inspiration in nature and distant cul-
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tures, looking at textiles and a vast
array of materials beyond. The company’s “craft-tech” preserves craftsmanship and technical innovation for
textile qualities and finishes, handmade embroideries as well.
The boundless creativity in
Malìparmi garments and acessories makes them timeless - enjoyed
by women whose choice of clothes
makes everyday life uniquely stylish.
Malìparmi will be presented on
our catwalk by some outfits of their
Spring/Summer 2022 collection, courtesy of the retail manager of Malìparmi Boutique on via Solferino 3.
Benvenuto members will have 15%
off discount when presenting their
active membership badge.
www.instagram.com/
maliparmiofficial/
SUNGLASSES: No Italian summer
without sunglasses! Marchesi Ottica
has been in the Brera neighborhood
since 1959 and has always been a stylistic institution for lovers of spectacles. Passion for the
craftsmanship made
in Italy is their strength: loved and
appreciated not only by the Milanese
people but also by anyone that recognises the Marchesi glasses as a glamorous yet timeless piece of art.
www.instagram.com/marchesimilano/
Hand-made Accessories: Mariarita Macramé. Find them on www.
facebook.com/Maria-R ita-Macram%C3%A8-298906744274689
Music and Sound Management:
Davide Frigerio
date: Tuesday May 10, 11am
venue: Circolo Volta, via Giusti 16
entrance fee: Guests and non-members will be kindly asked to make a
donation of 10 euros at the entrance
in support of our appointed charities
Le Vele and Portofranco!

April main
coffee
at the
grand hotel
et de milan
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Orientals Abroad (OA) News

D

ear Benvenuto members,
Last Thursday, April 28th witnessed several cars
with Benvenuto members and some husbands/
partners heading for Villa Taverna Canonica, including myself. The drive was easy and we were all there by
11.00 to meet our tour guide Alessandra, also administrator of the Villa. Villa Taverna is a beautiful dimora,
privately owned by the Conte Francesco Taverna family
since 1525 and now hosts weddings, receptions, conferences and other important events in various spacious
rooms according to ones’ own need.
Considering my recent health problems, I had a tranquil day, where our guide very kindly offered those who
needed chairs to listen to her seated comfortably on
very elegant arm chairs…
Now to Orientals Abroad activities for May 2022:

Still today via Petrarca, via Tasso, via Revere are very
well known to be part of a posh district where the high
society spirit is still alive.
At the Main Coffee on May 10, we’ll be admiring the
Benvenuto fashion show and the work which Maureen,
her assistants and our lovely elegant Benvenuto models have been working on for some time. There won’t be
any tables for activities, but with a little cooperation,
we could manage.

Monthly Meeting
date: Thursday, May 19
venue: Circolo degli Ufficiali, Palazzo Cusani. Entrance
from via del Carmine 8. Personal document to be
exhibited. Non Italian members could exhibit their
passport.
program: from 10-12:30pm (Lunch follows details
separately). Coffee, cappuccino, tea and brioche
served at the bar. €5 will be collected. At 10:45 will go
upstairs to Sala
Verdi for the
lecture.
sign-ups: Kindly
confirm your
participaton
by May 16th
to avoid being
excluded at the
entrance to:
maria.tieghi@
gmail.com or nawal_felippone@hotmail.com
I was recommended an Italian speaker, Elena Tommaseo, who organizes on line “a journey of Delhi,
its history, its Unesco monuments”, etc., which lasts
about one and a half hours. Since the Covid situation
has eased up recently and we can organize in person
activities, it seemed more reasonable to invite our
speaker for a talk at Palazzo Cusani, specially that
the lady is visiting her family in Venice and would
come to Milan by train. We certainly appreciate our
speaker’s efforts to meet our request and be willing
to give the talk in person on the topic of India to our
Benvenuto members.
I seize this opportunity to express my deep appreciation to all my Benvenuto friends (no one excluded)
for helping me overcome this brief but difficult period.
Many thanks Maria for successfully conducting the intriguing Seuse program and to all those who could join
our trip to Villa Taverna Canonica and the traditional
Italian lunch at Fossati restaurant afterwards.
Wishing you all a Happy Month of May full of lovely
red roses.
Warm regards, Nawal (mobile: 349 0590286)

CORSO MAGENTA AREA TOUR
date&time: Thursday, May 17th, 3:45-5:30, followed
by an iced tea, a granita or anything you like to relax
in a café nearby
meeting place: MM 1 Conciliazione station upstairs;
at 3:45pm meeting our guide Stefania Fiegl who will
distribute ear phones to each member.
cost: €7 (guide + ear phone)
sign-ups: maria.tieghi@gmail.com or nawal_
felippone@hotmail.com
Many of our members know corso Magenta. A couple
of years ago we did the Archaeological museum, years
back visited the famous Palazzo Litta, commissioned by
Bartolomeo III Arese, Conte di Castel Lambro. On the
other side of Palazzo Litta you have the facade of San
Maurizio Monastry Maggiore, just to name a few important archaeological sights.
For the present tour in English with our
professional Stefania Fiegl, she
suggested to go
beyond
corso
Magenta towards
Conciliazione, to
explore the residential area around corso Magenta which hosts several
examples of villas and unexpected architectural sites.
The tour will take us to discover some of the most
iconic buildings that were built in the XIX and XX
century for the elitarian society of the time. Floral
patterns, wrought iron decorations, painted ceramic tiles testify the high quality and the uniqueness
of these works.
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curiosities by Gudrun Herzog Balzer
Penniless to Wealthy
Condensed Milk
Gail Borden, Jr. was a native New
Yorker who settled in Texas in 1829,
where he worked as a land surveyor,
newspaper publisher, and inventor. It
was Borden’s inventions that resulted in his greatest failures and ultimately in his greatest achievements.
He created a process to make meat
bisquits and sweetened condensed
milk. Earlier he helped plan the cities of Houston and Galveston and he
invented a “Locomotive Bath House”
for Galveston’s women who wished to
have more privacy when they bathed
in the Gulf of Mexico.
In 1851, when Gail Borden and
his second spouse returned from the
London Exhibition, some of the cows
on bord got seasick and couldn’t give
any milk and some got infected. Ships
carried livestock to supply passengers and crew needs during a voyage.

Some cows died and several children
who drank the contaminated milk
passed away. His practical wife suggested to do something about it and
implored Borden to become interested in developing a way to preserve
milk. He was inspired by the vacuum
pan he had seen being used by Shakers (a Christian religious group that
originated in Great Britain ca. 1750)
to condense fruit juice. He learned to
reduce milk without scorching or curdling.
His first two factories failed but in
his third factory he produced a usable
milk derivative that was long-lasting
and needed no refrigeration. It was
not until the outbreak of the Civil
War (1861-1865) and the resulting
demand for longer lasting condensed
milk by the Union Army that Borden’s success was finally assured.
Sources: Internet
German TV
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Milano 2
...in festa
28-29 May

Our appointed charity Le
Vele will be participating with
their costume jewellery stand
at Milano 2 on May 29. Benvenuto members are invited!
lf you’d like to donate items
for their stand, please get in
touch with Lana via e-mail
(spavlana@gmail.com).
Accepted items are costume jewellery, handbags,
small decorative items.
There will also be a box
at the reception of the May
Main Coffee/fashion show
where you can donate items.
Thank you!

FROM READING ON PEACEFUL LAKE BALATON...
Marian Farago

change for “inheriting” use of the rented apartment and its
contents. We could only take along what could be carried
without arousing suspicion, not even a suitcase but just
a big knapsack for Martin and a tiny one for me, with as
many layers of clothing as possible worn by all three of us.
He procured a certificate, justifying the train trip to a town
near the Austrian border as an expedition to buy food for
his fellow workers, and we were off, with Edith leaning
heavily on his arm. Once arrived in the village where our
guide was to meet us, we received bad news – the full moon
was not conducive to a safe crossing, we would have to put
up in a peasant’s hut for the night. I wasn’t used to sleeping
on two chairs in a bedroom with a beaten earth floor, or using an outdoor toilet, but saw it all as part of the adventure.
Then the night of the crossing arrived: Dec. 30, 1956
with snow on the ground but a clear sky without a moon.
First a silent sleigh ride after dark to near the border line,
then a walk across a ploughed field, with invisible ruts to
trip one up disguised by the layers of snow. The guide led
us at a fast clip, Edith being mainly dragged along as well
as she could be. After a few hours, though, the guide wanted to turn back, saying he had to go to work in the morning so as not to arouse suspicion. But as the actual border
was not yet in view, a couple of gold rings convinced him to
continue for a while, until dawn actually started breaking.
The watchtowers were now visible, with sporadic shots of
gunfire lighting the way. “I must go now” said our leader,
”just continue straight, down into a ditch and up the other
side, where you’ll be in Austria”. We weren’t sure he hadn’t
cheated us, as had happened to many others at that time,
until we finally climbed out of the ditch and saw a town in
the distance. What a relief when we saw the sign in German – we had made it!
Since many Hungarian refugees were taking the same
roads in that period,
camps had been set up
for them on the Austrian
side: “Lagers”. But that
was the same name that
had been used by the
Nazis, and as Jews we
couldn’t trust enough to
be locked up in one. We
had the address of a woman in Vienna who might be able
to help, so we hid while the van transporting other escapees to the refugee camp took off. Then Martin bought a
ticket for the regular bus to the capital, using up most of
our money; he had purchased US dollars on the black market at home, but all our savings had been turned into just
$5. The well-dressed Austrians stared at the little band of
three, with our many layers of clothing mussed up by having walked all night through the snow.
By now it was New Year’s Eve and only revelers could be
seen on the streets of Vienna in the freezing cold – where
would we find refuge? At the house of our acquaintance,

These are the memories of a 10-year
old who lived through a Russian
invasion and became a refugee,
like the Ukranians today - we were
lucky to have a happy ending,
I wish them the same…

H

ow do you pack everything you own into a knapsack
and then leave your home, your city, your country?
My parents Martin and Edith faced this dilemma
when the defeat of the 1956 revolution against the Russians
in Hungary put them again in danger. Martin had been active in organizing the revolutionary committee at his place
of work, so when others in the same situation started to get
arrested, he decided to escape abroad with wife and child.
His brother and sisters
in New York had sent
telegrams in code encouraging him to come
to them: “leave Edith
behind, she can join
you later”. Of course he
wasn’t going to leave
her, despite her handicap in walking, nor little Marianna. The window of opportunity to
cross the border illegally while the mines had
not yet been replaced
was short and had to be
taken up immediately.
The revolution had not made much of
an impact on me. Just after my 10th birthday party, school was closed for a couple of
weeks, which was most appreciated, with
the hope that “the teacher won’t assign us a
report on what happened when we go back”.
When the fighting was over, Martin took me
on a walk along the once-beautiful boulevards of Pest. I didn’t see the Russian tanks,
just the results of their work: the tall beautiful buildings
with their facades blown out, so the remains of the apartments inside were now visible to passers-by. Like a series
of stage sets, with different colors of wall-paper and tiling
on the walls and a couch or a chair hanging in the emptiness. Luckily, nothing had happened in our neighborhood,
though we had been ready to pass a few days in the coal
cellar, cleaned out for this purpose. And now we were to
leave everything to start a new life in America, though I
was sworn to secrecy during the preparations.
The woman who helped with the laundry had family
near the Austrian border and agreed to set things up in ex14

she couldn’t take us in, as the apartment
wasn’t hers, though it glowed invitingly
with warmth as we spoke quickly in the
doorway. She suggested that we go to Salzburg, where an international Jewish organization could probably help us. “No
trains until morning, of course” and we
were back on the street. Luckily, during
our wanderings the police stopped us,
taking us to the police station for the rest
of the night.
The police dormitories looked warm,
too, but with apologies our little family
was politely put into a jail cell: “Sorry, we
have no food to offer you and must also
lock you in”. But after the previous long
night, just the chance to stretch out was
enough to bring on sleep and the next morning things
looked better. It being New Year’s Day, all the stores and
restaurants were closed, but we found a typical Viennese
café where at least a hot drink could be bought. I was kindly
offered a chocolate, wrapped in shiny aluminum foil that I
kept for a while, as a souvenir of my “adventure”. By now it
was time to go to the train station and with the last of our
money buy tickets to Salzburg.
There we finally got the right sort of help: coupons for
clothing and a tiny room in a pension for our one-month
stay, while we waited for a visa to be arranged by the relatives in New York. We were lucky that someone was willing
to vouch for us, otherwise the wait would have been much
longer, or maybe we would have ended up in Australia, as
happened to Edith’s brother and sister when they also left
Hungary a few months later. Martin saw that we were receiving privileged treatment, when he had to go to the local “Lager” for handling the bureaucratic matters involved.
The non-Jewish refugees were staying in enormous common halls, on cots divided only by the occasional blanket
hung up to provide a minimum of privacy, and lined up in
enormous cafeterias for food that didn’t smell or taste very
good. For once, being Jewish brought an advantage to Martin and Edith, and they gladly took it.
On the morning that our trip to the US was finally to
start, we left our pension before dawn, to join the others
waiting at the camp for the bus to the train station. Nobody
was supposed to know what a nice stay we had had in Salzburg (just like tourists, even if poor ones), so as not to cause
reasons for prejudice. From that moment on we were back
in the normal ranks: third class train seats for the long trip
to Bremen and a troop transport ship left over from the
Second World War for our Atlantic crossing. Packed 400 at
a time into gigantic dorms in the hold, sleeping in hammocks hung with chains in three levels one above the other, everyone suffered from sea-sickness except Edith.
At least the refugee camp in New Jersey on our arrival wasn’t called a “Lager”, so we felt safer during our twoweek stay there, while the formalities were being concluded and Martin’s brother and sisters visited us with their

families. Our new life in New York was
about to begin, heralded by many “firsts”:
television shows in the common room in
the camp, black people as nurses during
the detailed medical exams we had to
go through to be accepted, strange food
like pineapples and bananas to be tasted.
Martin was already worrying about how
to find a job and Edith about what kind of
apartment we could afford, but I was still
enjoying my “adventure” and looked forward to finally unpacking my knapsack
and giving my few things a permanent
home.

...TO READING IN THE PARK
IN THE BRONX
What had I been holding on to all this time? A couple of
lace tablecloths made by my grandmother before the war,
given to me to carry as they were light and didn’t take up
too much space. Not toys or other things more appropriate
to my age, but I was glad to have the responsibility of these
“precious” heirlooms, which today still take pride of place
in my home in Italy, a reminder of all that was lost and left
behind, but still really missed.
From my book “A Century of Love…”

OLIVIA WONG
INTERIORS
From a new roof, updated floor
plan to pillow fluffing, I can help
you navigate a renovation in Italy.

FREE 30 MIN
CONSULTATION

OLIVIA@ODUBBSTUDIO.COM
+393384856327
15

+14152716777 (WHATSAPP)

Dialogue in the dark at the Istituto dei ciechi

Tasting Italian specialities:
traditional cured meats

Hungarian goulash cooking lesson with Maria Tieghi

Drop-in coffee at il Foyer, April 6

Parliamo italiano, April 5

Drop-in coffee, April 13

OA monthly meeting: Seuso Treasure

Parliamo italiano, April 28

American tacos cooking lesson by Effie Chao

Orientals Abroad visit to Villa Taverna, Canonica Lambro

Joaquin Sorolla exhibition visit

